
SA yacht furnishings specialist expands footprint as
exports surge
> Subscriber-only, By Bobby Jordan | October 30, 2024

Jo Fensham Yacht Upholstery has doubled its industrial footprint in Cape Town

South Africa’s leading yacht furnishings supplier has doubled its industrial footprint and

grown its staff by almost 50% over the past 18 months on the back of a sector surge in

recreational boat exports.

Cape Town-based Jo

Fensham Yacht

Upholstery has

expanded its premises

from 750m² to 1,500m²,

and grown its staff from

30 to 43 since March

last year, according to

company manager Tariq

Fensham.

The business growth

mirrors broader sector

growth reflected in the

latest industry stats

released last week

which showed

significant growth in

South African boat

exports, from R3.1bn

(US$177m) in 2022 to

R4.9bn (US$279m) in

2023.

Tariq Fensham: “We are falling over our feet keeping up with demand”
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“I am constantly amazed at how many boats are being built,” Fensham told IBI this week. “We

supply the boatbuilders, so as they grow, so do we, and as new boatbuilders emerge, we try

to engage with them as soon as possible. We have picked up two new boatbuilders since the

last boat show.

“We are falling over our feet keeping up with demand.”

Jo Fensham Yacht Upholstery supplies a range or products and services, from design

consulting to various interior and exterior furnishings such as mattresses, ceiling and hull

panels, headboards and ottomans. A recent trend is requests for custom bed linen, Fensham

said. “We partner with four specialist bed linen companies to supply beautiful, high end

linen, silk and cotton bed linen and towels. More and more of our upholstery clients are

coming to us for their custom bed linen.

“Because we have the templates for the bunks, we can very easily and quickly make up this

custom linen. Obviously, many clients want their linen and towels monogrammed, which we

can arrange as well. We also help clients with kitting their boats out with cutlery, crockery,

appliances etc and have been asked many times to provide interior decorating and design

consulting, for which I don my architect’s hat.”

Fensham last year succeeded her mother and company founder Jo Fensham as owner of the

40-year-old family-run business. Clients include several of the major yards, such as Maverick

Yachts, HopYacht, Balance Catamarans at Two Oceans Marine Manufacturing, Kinetic

Catamarans and Robertson & Caine. Privacy  - Terms

protected by reCAPTCHA
-

English
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